Introduction Paragraph

This interview, with Jeremy Barker Plotkin, a former member of NESFI and Lampson Brook farmer,
looks at why it makes sense for Lampson Brook to be rematriated, given its past. Jeremy speaks about
his relationship to Lampson Brook, and his experience farming on that land. During the conversation,
Jeremy recounts how Lampson Brook has historically been a place of community, and how the values
that have enriched it, mirror those of the Nipmuc. Through stories of his own personal experience
with NESFI and Belchertown at Lampson Brook and with the Nipmuc at the Pequiog Farm, Jeremy

paints a picture of what a rematriated Lampson Brook can be.

Transcribed interview

Malena: The Decolonization and Reciprocity Working Group at Hampshire got a grant to create a
storytelling project with a community partner. So we are partnering with BNFCA to create a digital
archive that we're planning on sharing with Belchertown. What we want the digital archive to
represent is just how much rematriation supports the broader community. To emphasize how
BNFCA’s plans would help all of Belchertown. How it's not just a benefit specifically for the Nipmuc,
but for the community as a whole. So we're conducting interviews and just trying to get perspectives
from residents of Belchertown, and people who are involved with land back efforts, and who have seen

the benefits of rematriation and different approaches to land back. So that's kind of what we're doing.

Yeah.

Jeremy: I mean, I guess I could say I don't know a lot about what they want to do with that property.
And I'mean, I'm generally in support of it. But I haven't been real involved to know a lot about what
they are planning to do with that property. I do have a history with the property. I started farming

there. Back in 1999.



Malena: If you'd like to tell me a little bit about your involvement with that land, and how you got

into farming.

Jeremy: Yeah, I took a business planning class. I was in graduate school at the University of Maine.
And my wife got a job at the Harvard Forest where she worked, and still works now. I was in grad
school thinking I'd be an extension agent or something until I could figure out how to afford to buy a
farm, and decided I didn't really want to be involved in anything that academic, and I wanted to farm. I
took a business training class at the New England Small Farm Institute (NESFI), which was located
there. During the winter before I started farming, after conversations with people at NEFSI, I figured
out that they were looking for somebody to farm there. So I signed up. I was like, okay, that sounds
great. I'll start farming there. And it was a great opportunity for me to get into it without a lot of
having to buy land. And, you know, initially there was equipment that I could borrow. There was a
greenhouse there that I could use. It was a nice little community of farmers. There had previously been
one vegetable farm there that had been a CSA. And there were a number of us in that business training
class who had enterprises there while I was there as well. I mean, we had a cooperative marketing effort.

It was kind of somewhat like CSA, but also somewhat like a farm store.

Malena: So was that led by NESFT or was that you guys on the farm?

Jeremy: It was us. Yeah, it was us. I mean, NESFI had supported us, but we were all independent
businesses there. There were some resources and they were kind of encouraging of the idea, and were
psyched to have it happen there, but it was really our. So I can't remember how many there were, but
maybe seven to 10 different farm operations there. There were two of us that were the main vegetable
growers and then someone doing eggs and someone doing dried flour, there was someone for brooms,

she had shallots and hand made brooms



Malena: That's awesome. There's actually, here at Hampshire, there's a broom making class that's

taught by a student. A lot of broom making.

Jeremy: Yeah, you know, we had this whole system. I was actually just thinking about it. I might have a
Lampson Brook dollar in my desk drawer. We had this structure where it was like a farm store and
people would buy these Lampson Brook bucks and they could spend them at the farm store. So they
printed up like actual dollars. I'm not seeing it right away, but I'm pretty sure I have one somewhere
still, a Lampson Brook buck. Yeah. And then a certain amount went to the co-op and the farmer would

get reimbursed for whatever they sold.

Malena: Yeah. And so after, how long did you work on the farm ?

Jeremy: I was there for seven years. And I continued to farm after that. I moved my farming operation
over to North Amherst and was there until 2023. Yeah. Twenty-five years altogether. It was seven at

NESFI.

Malena: What's your involvement with it now? Like where do you stand?

Jeremy: I mean my main involvement is that I wrote an editorial to the paper in support. I got some
other NESFI alums or Lampson Brook alums to sign on to the letter. It was in response to something
that came around by email and I was like, that sounds like a great idea. I adapted the email a little bit.
Molly Merritt sent the email and I adapted that and got a bunch of former NESFI people to sign on to
it. After that, I did try to negotiate between the current NESFI organization and Nipmuc and see if I
could get them to talk to each other. I've felt like there were compatible goals between the two
organizations. I wasn't very successful, I guess, with trying to get people to talk to each other, which

was disappointing. I kind of dropped out of it at that point. I haven't been that involved or in touch



since. I am on the board of Kestrel Land Trust and Kestrel's been involved or, you know, trying to work

it out. Yeah. And I think has come out in support of the rematriation effort as well.

Malena: From your perspective what are the benefits of the rematriation of Lampson Brook?

Jeremy: Well, I mean, the main thing is that it's the right thing to do. All this land was stolen at some
point. So, it all should be given back, and that's kind of not practical to exactly do that. But every little
bit we can do. And it seems like state owned land, in particular, is a good candidate for that. If it's state
owned land, it's not being taken away from anyone. And it's state owned land that the state doesn't
want. They're trying to get rid of it, basically. Why doesn't it go to them? And as I understand it, there's
some talk about it from NESFI or from some of the farmers that are still there, that they're worried
they're going to get kicked off. My understanding is that that's not the case. They would still be allowed
to keep farming there. Essentially the Nipmuc would be their landlords, just like NESFI is now. Yeah.
Then maybe as they wrap up their enterprises, the land could conceivably be made available to
Nipmuc farmers or to other farmers in the community. That's what I understand. Again, I'm not that

closely involved with it.

Malena: Thanks. One thing that I'm interested in is the cooperative and then the CSA farm. So how
did you see sustainable agriculture and also this community involvement at the farm, supporting the

community of Belchertown?

Jeremy: Yeah. It was great, when we had the CSA there, it was a great community gathering spot. I
think it still is what's there, they've got all those community gardens there, which is another great way
to get the community onto the land. It's, as state owned land, it's a public asset. It's a public thing and
should be made available to the public. It should be benefiting the community. I think in general farms
provide a lot of services to the community. They provide services to the environment and whatever we

can do to both support them, and to get people involved in supporting it. I think that most farmers



should just get paid to farm, you know, it's a hard business and it's something that there ought to be
some subsidizing of, and there is, but the subsidies aren't necessarily supporting the kind of agriculture

that we want to have.

Malena: How so?

Jeremy: Well, I mean, a lot of money goes to propping up overproduction of corn in the Midwest, and
commodities in general. So actually at my current job, I work with USDA, the NRCS agency, which is
all about giving money to farmers to encourage them to do things better environmentally. So there is
subsidy and there is support for farmers doing the right things, but I'm always in favor of there being

more.

Malena: That's interesting. So at your job now, do you work in just Massachusetts or New England?

Jeremy: All of New England actually. I work for American Farmland Trust.

Malena: What does that look like?

Jeremy: What I do, natural resources conservation service, used to be the soil conservation service. So
they have incentive payments to farmers to do things that address what they call resource concerns. So
any soil resources or water: protecting water and preventing erosion... There's all these different
resources. I do conservation planning. So it's essentially assessing what resource concerns exist on the
farm and then proposing practices that they can do to, to prevent that or how they call it “addressing
the resource concerns”. They have all this arcane language, but yeah. So I make a conservation plan that
gets the farmer lined up for funding that would address the resource concerns. So when going out

there, I might do a soil health management plan and I'd go out and, and assess the soil health on the



farm. Then I might be able to get them payment for cover crops or to put down some compost, or to

do crop rotation in order to address the soil health resource concerns that I see on the farm.

Malena: Wow. Nice.

Jeremy: It's really cool. It'd be even cooler if we got some work done, NRCS has been very slow to

contract us to do much of these plans.

Malena: Well, best of luck going forward. I'm also interested in your experience when you got the
email from Molly, in changing it up and, and sharing it with the other NESFI farmers. What was that

like for you? Having to appeal to different types of people.

Jeremy: Yeah. I sent it around to people that I knew that had been at NESFI and pretty much got full
support from most of the people I talked to. There might've been one or two that were like, I don't
really know anything about that, I don't want to take the position. But no one was like, no, that's a bad

idea.

Malena: All right. So for our last question and to kind of wrap everything up, from what you've seen
so far and of community involvement and all these forms of connecting with the land, how do you see
that these rematriation efforts or these land back efforts, whether they be literal or a little more

conceptual, what impact do you think they’ll have on Belchertown? It doesn't have to be concrete.

Jeremy: Yeah I mean I kind of know the people at Pequog Farm up in Orange, and the way they farm
and their philosophy behind things is a community oriented effort. There's values that they're trying to
advance with their farm besides just being there to grow food and sell it. And, and I think that there's
value to that. And I think that It'd be a nice thing to have in Belchertown. You know we’re trying to do

that some with the CSA as well. There's a greater mission, there's a higher calling than just growing



food and selling it. Which growing food and selling it is in and of itself is a higher calling. But to have
some values and some mission behind, reaching out to the community and providing a space for good
things to happen. I think there's value in that. What I've seen at Pequog also is that it's open. Whenever
I've been there, I felt like it was an open place. It wasn't just there for the Nipmuc. It was there for
everybody. Focused on supplying, producing traditional foods, and supplying the Nipmuc
community. But not exclusively, they reach out to the whole community as well. One of the events that
I was there for, a Muslim friend of ours, butchered a sheep for, I can't remember which holiday it is,
but I think it might've been Eid. So they provide a space for that. It's very much not their tradition. It's
not my tradition, but we were all there to celebrate that with our friends. So I thought that was a great

event and it was nice that they were able to do that.

Malena: That's awesome. I didn't know about that. Thank you so much for interviewing and just

giving us your time and perspective on all of this.

Jeremy: Um, yeah, I'm happy, happy to be a part of it. Yeah. I'd love to see your final thing when you

get it done for sure.

Malena: Yeah, we can, we can do that.

Jeremy: All right. Well, thank you. Good luck with your project. Take care. Bye.

Malena: Bye

Pulled Quotes

e There's values that they're trying to advance with their farm besides just being there to grow
food and sell it. And, and I think that there's value to that. And I think that It'd be a nice thing

to have in Belchertown.



e [ feltlike it was an open place. It wasn't just there for the Nipmuc. It was there for everybody.
Focused on supplying, producing traditional foods, and supplying the Nipmuc community.

But not exclusively, they reach out to the whole community as well.



